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Rouse's lodgings, and assume the style and authority of a
committee, and from them obtained a more extensive and
tyrannical power, by which the visiters were enabled to
force the solemn league and covenant, and the negative oath
upon all the members of the university, and to prosecute
those for a contempt who did not appear to a citation, at
whatever distance they might be, and whatever reasons
they might assign for their absence.

By this method he easily drove great numbers from the
university, whose places he supplied with men of his own
opinion, whom he was very industrious to draw from other
parts, with promises of making a liberal provision for them
out of the spoils of hereticks and malignants.

Having, in time, almost extirpated those opinions which
be found so prevalent at his arrival, or, at least, obliged
those, who would not recant, to an appearance of con-
formity, he was at leisure for employments which deserve
to be recorded with greater commendation. About this
time, many socinian writers began to publish their notions
with great boldness, which the presbyterians, considering
as heretical and impious, thought it necessary to confute;
and, therefore, Cheynel, who had now obtained his doctor's
degree, was desired, in 1649, to write a vindication of
the doctrine of the Trinity, which he performed, and pub-
lished the next year.

He drew up, likewise, a confutation of some socinian
tenets advanced by John Fry, a man who spent great part
of his life in ranging from one religion to another, and who
sat as one of the judges on the king, but was expelled
afterwards from the house of commons, and disabled from
sitting in parliament. Dr. Cheynel is said to have shown
himself evidently superiour to him in the controversy, and
was answered by him only with an opprobrious book against
the presbyterian clergy.

Of the remaining part of his life, there is found only an
obscure and confused account. He quitted the president-
ship of St. John's, and the professorship, in 1650, as
Calamy relates, because he would not take the engage-